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AFMA welcomes government and industry actions to facilitate maize imports 
  
The largest grouping of maize processors in South Africa, the Animal Feed Manufacturers’ 
Association (AFMA), welcomes attempts by government’s Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (Daff) as well as industry role-players, to facilitate maize imports. 
  
According to De Wet Boshoff, executive director of AFMA, government is already considering 
measures that will impact on the regulatory environment which facilitates maize imports (including 
GMO maize). AFMA currently processes 3 500 000 tons (35%) of all maize available for human and 
animal consumption, and imports will certainly form a large portion of the maize that has to be 
processed during the 2016/17 marketing year to meet local demand. 
  
Regulatory environment 
Boshoff says the single largest issue hampering or delaying maize imports, is the fact that current 
South African GMO legislation and policy stipulate that GMO products that are being traded, must 
be registered in both the import and export country before free trade may take place. 
  
However, the rate at which GMO products are being registered depends on the submission of 
applications for registration by technology developers who, in the case of maize, are major global 
seed companies. 
  
AFMA has consulted with these seed companies and was given the assurance that outstanding 
applications will be submitted as soon as possible, which will allow government to process and 
consider the applications. This will most probably pave the way for GMO maize imports from all 
available suppliers, which include mainly the USA, Brazil and Argentina. 
  
Therefore, with assurances from international seed companies that they will submit their 
applications speedily and government’s undertaking that it will prioritise these applications, free 
trade of white maize can become a reality soon, something that will be widely welcomed by maize 
processors. 
  
  
Grain SA reference price application 
AFMA is, however, deeply concerned about the possible impact that the latest application by Grain 
SA to the International Trade Administration Commission (ITAC) may have on maize and food prices. 
This application entails an increase in the US Dollar reference price in the maize tariff model, which 
would trigger the maize tariff according to the model, giving way to a 18 to 22% import tariff on 
maize (at current international prices). 
  
Given the current drought situation which will require maize imports of extraordinary volumes, an 
import tariff of 18 to 22% will cause maize prices to further skyrocket. Grain SA has however been 
requested at an emergency meeting of all maize role-players, to consider retracting the application. 
  
For more information and enquiries, contact: 
  
De Wet Boshoff – executive director, AFMA 
012 663 9097 / 082 301 1035 
Email: dewet@afma.co.za 
 


