
Agribusiness
the future of Africa

Develop your management and 
leadership capabilities to seize the 

opportunities in Agribusiness

now offering agri-nance for non-nancial managers, 
Africa edition

Introducing 
Purdue University 

in Africa

Location:
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Date: 
30th May – 3rd June, 2016

Course Fee: 
$5,000 (Inclusive of Tui�on, Field Trips, Course 

Materials, Meals & Accommoda�on) 
SA Residents: Purdue Course Only - R40,000

Apply Now: www.aspyregrowth.com



PROGRAM OVERVIEW HOW YOU WILL BENEFIT

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

A unique five day experience customized for the 
African context. Covering the basics in financial 
management, you will apply prac�cal financial tools for 
examining profitability to relevant agribusiness 
industry situa�ons. You will use a case study and team-
based assignments to strengthen your financial 
understanding at this seminar.  You will learn how to 
make more informed decisions by analyzing and 
extrac�ng data from key financial statements.  In 
addi�on, you will learn how to navigate the Africa 
Agribusiness landscape through a series of Africa 
focused sessions, sector specific field trips and industry 
interac�on.

Ÿ Obtain a cer�ficate from globally renowned Purdue 
University, USA

Ÿ Partake in Agro-Industry Learning Tours that will 
expose you to industry benchmarks and world class 
opera�ons in Africa

Ÿ Choose from a variety of sector-specific field trips 
tailored to your interests and needs: Hor�culture, 
Livestock, Grains and more

Ÿ Grow your Africa Agribusiness Network through 
interac�on with leading execu�ves of successful 
Agribusinesses in Africa and beyond

Ÿ Learn how to navigate the Africa Agribusiness 
Landscape through sessions on fund-raising, market 
access, the policy environment and more

Upon comple�on of this seminar, you will be able to:
Ÿ Understand how daily decisions impact the company's 

profitability
Ÿ Learn key financial terminology you can use to be�er 

communicate with financial managers
Ÿ Discover how to make more informed decisions using 

financial statements
Ÿ Apply prac�cal financial tools for examining profitability 

to relevant agribusiness situa�ons
Ÿ Discuss environmental risks, the current financial 

market and its impact on Agribusiness
Ÿ Develop insight into strategic considera�ons for 

Agribusiness entry and expansion in Africa

Navigating the Africa Agribusiness 
Landscape: Learning in Action

Agribusiness is the future of Africa. No other sector 
has the incredible poten�al to promote inclusive 
growth, create jobs and pave a path for infrastructure 
and community development. No other sector has the 
responsibility to feed a growing popula�on of 1.1 
Billion. The sector is ready for the game-changers.  
Now is the �me to seize the opportuni�es in food & 
agricultural business
Our aim is to develop a talent pipeline of Agribusiness 
p ro fe s s i o n a l s  t h at  w i l l  d r i ve  t h e  s e c to r ' s 
transforma�on. We merge cu�ng-edge Agribusiness 
management content with the specific African context 
to provide par�cipants a comprehensive value offering 
of skills development, tailored learning expedi�ons, 
real-world applica�on and industry networking. 

Key topics covered in this program include: 
Ÿ Thinking like a CFO – Review the five key areas of 

financial management decisions
Ÿ Financial Statements – Interpret balance sheets, 

income statements and cash flow statements
Ÿ Financial evalua�on – Learn how to analyze your 

organiza�ons financial dashboard of leverage, debt 
use, cash conversion cycle and inventory turnover

Ÿ Profitability analysis – Use ra�os and the DuPont 
iden�ty model to determine financial standing

Ÿ African Agribusiness –  Policy & Legisla�ve 
Environment, Market Access, Risk Management

PROGRAM CONTENT



WHY THE PURDUE CENTER FOR 
FOOD & AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS

To best serve your customer, you have to stay current and 
compe��ve. That's why we're here. We understand the industry 
you work in and what you will need to get ahead in your career as 
an agribusiness manager. With you in mind, we create and deliver 
management educa�on programs that combine research with 
real-world applica�on specifically for the food and agribusiness 
industry. We provide innova�ve and relevant professional 
development experiences, advanced degree programmes and 
applied research to the industry. We ensure utmost relevance 
through deep linkages with industry, a world-class faculty, and a 
professional staff with unmatched research, design, 
development and delivery capabili�es. 
Join more than 11,000 agribusiness professionals who have 
benefi�ed from a�ending a Purdue University Center for Food & 
Agricultural Business seminar

About Purdue University

Ÿ One of the pres�gious land grant 
universi�es in the USA

Ÿ Purdue College of Agriculture ranks 5th 
in the world

Ÿ A legacy of over 140 years in training 
g r a d u a t e s  a n d  a g r i b u s i n e s s 
professionals

Ÿ Notable Alumni include:
Ÿ Neil Armstrong, first man to walk on the 

moon
Ÿ Honourable Dr. Akinwumi Adesina, 

President of the African Development 
Bank and former Minister of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Nigeria

Ÿ Dr Gebisa Ejeta, 2009 World Food Prize 
Laureate

Ÿ Dr Phillip Nelson, 2007 World Food Prize 
Laureate

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Mid to Senior Level Managers  & 
Decision-Makers

Par�cipants typically include: 
Input Suppliers, producers, agro-
processors, retailers, 
entrepreneurs, policy-makers, 
bankers, investors, donors and 
service providers.

New Entrants to Agribusiness are 
welcome

 “Agribusiness Finance for Non-

Financial Managers is an 

excellent program. It helped me 

understand the CFO role and 

improve my ability to interpret 

and interact with financial 

drivers.”  

Joe Nail, 
Marke�ng Opera�ons & Risk 

Mitag�on Manager, Monsanto

“Excellent program. It helped 

me understand the CFO role 

and improve my ability to 

interpret and interact with 

financial drivers.”

Terry Has�ngs, Ruminant Sales 
Manager, Kemin

“Agribusiness Finance is a 

great program!
 

It was very applicable and 

will be useful in making 

decisions. It helped me 

be�er understand our 

business.”

Trent Torrance, Managing 
Director, JBS United

Testimonials



Director, Center for Food & Agricultural Business 
and Land O' Lakes Chair in Food & Agribusiness, 
Purdue University

As a director, Allan provides strategic direc�on for 
the center and MS-MBA in Food and Agribusiness 
Management, a dual-degree, online program 
offered in partnership by Purdue and Indiana 
University. Allan works with food and agribusiness 
managers in the center's professional development 
seminars and workshops, while also con�nuing to 
teach strategic agribusiness management in the 
Undergraduate, Masters and MS-MBA programs. 
Allan's research interests are agribusiness 
management, strategic planning, decision making 
in uncertain environments and simula�on

Allan Gray Brian Briggeman
Associate Professor and Director of the Arthur 
Capper Coopera�ve Center, Kansas State University

Brian's research interests include agricultural finance, 
agribusiness and coopera�ve management and 
macroeconomic implica�ons for U.S. agriculture.
 Prior to joining Kansas State University, Brian was an 
economist with the Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas 
City where he conducted research and presented 
agricultural and regional issues to the community, 
media and bank senior officials.
 He holds a bachelor's degree in agribusiness from 
Kansas State University, a master's degree in 
agricultural economics from Texas A&M University 
and a doctorate in agricultural economics from 
Purdue University.

Betty S. Jones-Bliss 
Director, Abavuni
Mandla is an Agribusiness execu�ve with over 18 
years' experience in establishing agribusinesses, 
and facilita�ng market linkages between 
established commercial en��es and rural 
communi�es. 
He has worked in agribusiness consul�ng 
experience covering South Africa, Mozambique, 
Zambia, Kenya, Ghana, Nigeria, USA, Netherlands, 
UK and Zimbabwe. 
Mandla also worked for Interna�onal NGO, 
TechnoServe in various roles including Opera�ons 
Director for South Africa, Interim Country Director 
for Zambia, and Senior Strategic Advisor for 
Southern Africa. He currently serves as Execu�ve 
Director for Agribusiness Company, Abavuni which 
operates in South Africa, and does Advisory across 
the African Con�nent.

Associate Director, Center for Food & Agricultural 
Business, Purdue University

Be�y Jones-Bliss is an associate director for the 
Center for Food and Agricultural Business at Purdue 
University. Be�y directs the development, design 
and delivery of custom educa�onal solu�ons that 
meet the needs of corporate clients. 
In this role, she leads curriculum development in 
collabora�on with client company management and 
program instructors, develops individual subject 
areas important to client learners.
Specific projects under her direc�on range from on-
site, mul�-seminar management and leadership 
development programs for top-�er corporate 
professionals to execu�ve-level seminars designed to 
promote strategic thinking in the food supply chain

Mandla Nkomo, 

Apply: www.aspyregrowth.com

Any Ques�ons? 
Contact: Email: dinah@aspyregrowth.com 

Call: +233-244-719504

About Aspyre
Aspyre Growth Accelerator is a specialized sector-focused support pla�orm for growing 
businesses in Africa.  We assist enterprises to develop management and system capabili�es 
that ensure a path of growth and business excellence.

PROGRAM INSTRUCTORS
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