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Agbiz participates in the Tshwane International Trade and Infrastructural Investment 

Conference – 19 May 2016 

 

Agbiz contributed to this year’s Tshwane International Trade and Infrastructure Investment 

Conference (TITIIC) which was held from the 17-19th May at the CSIR Convention Centre in Pretoria. 

The Tshwane International Trade and Infrastructure Investment Conference is a bi-annual, multi 

stakeholder gathering which aims to bring together policy makers, business and civil society to 

promote the City of Tshwane as a preferred destination for trade and investment, both domestically 

and internationally.  

Tinashe Kapuya, the Head of International Trade and Investment intelligence, chaired a session on 

agriculture and agro-processing, with a panel of experts drawn from private sector and government. 

Among the panellists was Robby Pienaar – representing Triomf Fertilizer, Migael Grobler – 

representing Africom Commodities, and Patrick Mphahlele, representing the Tshwane Fresh Produce 

Market.   

This year’s conference occurred at a time when the country’s agricultural sector is facing a challenging 

period. Discussed in the agriculture and agro-processing session were some of the major trends that 

are affecting the agricultural economy, which include drought induced low production levels, that are 

contributing to high food prices, re-enforced by a weakening  rand (see presentation). From the 

discussion by panel experts and participants, key actionable outcomes were identified, and these 

include:  

1. The design of safety nets to cushion farmers from the impact of rising debt, amid the impact 

of the drought 

2. The dissemination and promotion of scale-specific technologies that are suited for small-scale 

urban and peri-urban agriculture. Examples were noted from the products that Africom and 

Triomf fertilizers offer, such as Bucket Fertilizer package and the Michigan 7 piece package. 

Farmer training programmes to stimulate their use were also recommended. 

3. Training in the production of non-traditional crops such as cassava and plantains, which have 

a growing market in the city’s diverse urban population.  Training in the quality certification 

of these and other processed non-traditional products was also recommended. 
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4.  The coordination of urban farmers in the production and marketing of agricultural 

commodities, particularly fresh produce. 

5. Developing incentives for the creation and promotion of urban industrial hubs, also targeting 

small to medium enterprises. 

These actionable points were presented in a report-back session, and noted by the delegates present. 

Much appreciation goes to the participants in the agriculture and agro-processing session for their 

contributions. Special thanks also goes to the panellists whose views and perspectives were critical in 

guiding the thinking around how the City of Tshwane authorities can help further develop the 

agricultural sector.  
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Disclaimer: 

Everything has been done to ensure the accuracy of this information, however Agbiz takes no responsibility for any losses or 

damage incurred due to the usage of this information. 


