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New Year’s Message 
Agbiz Chairperson, Mr Schalk Pienaar  
 
Looking back at the end of 2016, the year was certainly a momentous one - mostly for all 
the wrong reasons.  
 
There was hardly any terrain of South Africa and its people that were not caught up in major 
upheavals, disasters, and ramifications on a broad front of the national household. These 
mostly negative developments also extended beyond the borders of the country ranging 
from our own continent to Europe and the Americas. 
 
This message is not intended to be a lamentation about our misfortunes, 2016 and what 
happened during the year, but more importantly, the knock-on effects of the year's 
happenings will form the real starting line for us as a nation when 2017 dawns upon us.  
 
There were many, many developments during the year on a wide front, both locally and 
overseas, that will challenge us from the outset in the new year. The list is long, but maybe 
it is good to be reminded of some major events, both positive and negative.  
 
As far as agriculture is concerned policy uncertainty on a number of critical areas seriously 
impedes real positive development. Likewise, the time that is spent (wasted?) on endless 
efforts to obtain clarity on policy and legislation, seriously impedes producers and 
businessmen to get on with the business of food production, processing and distribution 
and trade hereof.  
 
Unrealistic, impractical draft legislation also absorbs massive time and energy from both 
Government and industry to either get it changed or sent back to the legislators, instead of 
getting on with the job. It remains very frustrating that Government is still burdened by very 
poor implementation capacity and ability in most areas affecting agriculture.   
 
No doubt the drought and its effects have seriously affected the sector and the 
ramifications thereof will still be felt for a long time.  
 
The worrying ongoing drought across large parts of the country and a lack of sufficient rain 
to fill storage dams is cause for serious concern, especially since the hardest hit by 



insufficient rainfall are the poorest of the poor. Fortunately, some areas where our staple 
food is produced have been blessed with good downpours and the prospects do look 
positive should follow-up rains occur for the rest of the growing season. 
 
Developments abroad that should be watched are the policies of the incoming 
administration in the United States and how these will affect our agricultural sector. At 
worst new or changed policies could be extremely negative; at best the new administration 
will probably be indifferent towards Africa and South Africa.  
 
The European scenario is equally worrying with Britain leaving the European Union. In both 
cases South Africa has two choices; we could adopt a wait and see attitude and hope that 
the fall-out of these changes in the northern hemisphere will not be to the detriment of our 
country, or, everyone involved in the agricultural value chain (including government) should 
hasten to evaluate and assess the real facts and situations relating to these changes and 
most importantly develop and implement new strategies for the agricultural sector - and 
not only to survive, but rather to thrive. 
 
Climate change, the change of governments and political ideologies, technological 
developments, economic cycles, demographic realities and the massive demands for water, 
food, health services, education and infrastructure to sustain the growing global population 
are certainly daunting. Almost all of the conflicts currently raging in the world are related to 
populations lacking resources and, of course, those who take the opportunity to exploit 
especially vulnerable people in their quest for power (also read greed). 
 
In this environment, full of turmoil and despite massive challenges, the agricultural sector 
and more especially the key role players such as farmers and those folks making a living 
supplying and supporting the farmers as well as handling and processing the produce (the 
value chain people), continue to perform admirably. Confronted by serious financial 
constraints, they still remain on the land and they use each and every means to not only eke 
out a living, but also to produce food, fiber and wine for South African dinner tables. 
 
What are the lessons we can take forward into 2017?  
 
There are many, but maybe it is important not to accept the inevitable, not to be pulled into 
a hole of depression and hopelessness, not to be overwhelmed by all that is going on over 
which the individual has little or no control. Certainly, we in agriculture should not be naïve 
and head off into a direction where the threats are clearly visible. But we should take heart 
that in days gone by there were also droughts and political and economic and other 
developments that hindered progress, and those who went before us did overcome the 
mountains that they faced. And so will we if we continue to believe in ourselves and the 
basic inherent goodness that prevails amongst the majority of South Africans - that we all 
can take hands and help one another to overcome the difficulties and challenges that face 
us. Above all, we must hold on to our faith and continue to believe that God will be with us. 
 
2017 may just be the "Shosholoza" year where the agricultural sector will show the way to 
economic recovery and growth by all of us putting our combined efforts and shoulders to 
the wheel. 



 
Agbiz wishes all farmers, other value chain participants and our colleagues in organized 
agriculture, a prosperous and Blessed 2017. 
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