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2017 CELC seminar 

Agbiz Grain hosted the second CELC seminar in May 2017.  The event, which took the form of a stakeholder 

involvement workshop, was facilitated by the General Manager of Agbiz Grain, Ms Mariana Purnell, who is a 

member of the Crop Estimates Liaison Committee. 

The workshop focused on a project called “Sentinel-2 for Agriculture”, an 8 billion Euro investment of the 

European Union and the European Space Agency. The Sentinel-2 satellite is destined to monitor the main crops 

in SA. It is a collaborative effort between the Agricultural Research Council and the Belgian university, UC 

Louvain. Role-players from the ARC and its partners gave feedback by means of presentations regarding the 

validation process for using the satellite Sentinel 2 for agricultural purposes (Sen2Agri) and its application to 

crop estimates in SA.   

Sen2Agri is a global system that makes the data collected by the satellite open and free for everyone to use. 

The data can be used for determining crop estimates and crop growth progress. The data is made freely 

available (via the cloud) to anyone in order to promote the international cooperation to make crop production 

projections more transparent. The data, which consists mostly of images, can be downloaded online at 

www.scihub.copernicus.eu  The satellites work in pairs to take high resolution images on a regular basis. For 

SA, new information is made available every 12 days. Some of the data it collects, includes weather trends like 

the effects of El Niño on crop production. It can also monitor crop growth by measuring leaf area index. 

The system for SA specifically, is in the process of being validated with field surveys and will be completed by 

the end of June. It will be a useful tool for the oilseeds, wheat, maize and barley industries. In future, data 

from Sen2Agri might contribute to more accurate crop estimates, long term production planning, food policy 

making, improved logistical planning and more accurate market planning for imports and exports. 

The workshop was attended by many stakeholders in the industry, which included representatives from the 

ARC, DAFF and its Crop Estimates Committee, Grain SA, Agbiz, Agbiz Grain, SAGL, AFMA and BFAP.   
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