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Competitiveness the key to survival
Advantages

• Robust financial industry

• Intellectual property

• High technology uptake

• Geo-political positioning

• Counter seasonality

• Diverse climate

• Agile & loyal private sector

Disadvantages

• Network industries

• Service delivery

• Cost of capital

• Slow transformation / barriers to entry

• Social instability

• Disease control

• Tariff barriers

Key trends likely to 

continue in 2024

• Consolidation – survival 

of the fittest;

• Unpredictable global & 

natural climate;

• Geopolitical risks & 

protectionism;

• Activism in agriculture;



Competitiveness of SA Inc.

*IMD World Competitiveness Survey 2023



Key attractiveness indicators

*IMD World Competitiveness Survey 2023



State of agribusiness sentiment

5

Factor rating

turnover Down 5

Net operating 
income

Down 6 

Market share Down 1

Capital 
investment

Down 4

Volume of 
exports

Down 3

General 
economic 
conditions

Down 1

Employment Flat

General agric
conditions

Up 17 

Provision for bad 
debt

Down 3

Financing costs Up 4



Key 
priorities 
2023/24

Rural 
rejuvenation

Active 
partnering

Energy

Buffering 
against 

instability

Logistics

Freight 
logistics 

roadmap

Port 
contingencies

3rd party rail access

Trade

BRICS

AGOA
SADC EU 

EPA

NTBs

Legislation

Water

Labour & 
migration

Standards & 
inspections
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