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• Bilateral trade has kept increasing
• Trade surplus deficit enjoyed by the EU has shrunk. 

Source: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113447.pdf

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2006/september/tradoc_113447.pdf




• The EU remains South Africa's main trading partner accounting for 26% of all 
trade (22% of SA exports and 30% of its imports). 

• Followed by BRICS (mostly China): in terms of exports only 15.2%

• USA and Mercosur far behind

SA TRADE WITH THE WORLD



Investment

• The EU remains South Africa's main investment partner accounting for 73.7% 
of FDI in the country at the end of 2016. SA has been losing attractiveness as an 
investment destination in the past years, according to UNCTAD annual 
investment report, despite which the EU has continued to maintain a strong 
presence.

• Strong sectors of EU investment are related to manufacturing (vehicles, 
machinery) and the banking sector.



SADC EU EPA



• Strong uptake by sugar, orange juice and wine (only 70% for bottled)

• Opportunities still in products like strawberries, yeast, apple juice and ethanol

TRQ UTILISATION IN THE SADC EU EPA





Wine
https://sadc-epa-
outreach.com/images/files
/brochures/SADC_EU_EPA
_Wine_Brands_and_Transf
ormation_2017.10.12.pdf

https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/images/files/brochures/SADC_EU_EPA_Wine_Brands_and_Transformation_2017.10.12.pdf


Citrus
https://sadc-epa-
outreach.com/images/files
/brochures/sadc-eu-epa-
citrus-snapshot-27-9-
2017.pdf

https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/images/files/brochures/sadc-eu-epa-citrus-snapshot-27-9-2017.pdf


https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/


“Win-Win” strategies
…in times of uncertainty and 

outright trade wars…
 Partnerships that work!

 “New dawn” and EU-SA summit

 Regional level: Agriculture Partnership

 Continental level: TFRA

 How to add value and grow markets?

 EPA: market access, TRQs, SPS 

 EU new unfair trade practices proposal

 Support: EPA, SMME programme, H2020



Geographical
Indications

https://sadc-epa-
outreach.com/images/files/sad
c-eu-epa-geographical-
indications-paper-november-
2017.pdf

https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/images/files/sadc-eu-epa-geographical-indications-paper-november-2017.pdf


Useful links

EU – SA trade web links
EU-SA webpage at DG Trade: http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-
regions/countries/south-africa/

SADC EU EPA Outreach: https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/

Export trade tools
Trade Helpdesk: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tradehelp/
Duties in accessing the EU market 
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
TRQ utilisation: 
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/quota_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
Trade Barriers in accessing SA by the EU
http://madb.europa.eu/madb/barriers_crossTables.htm?isSps=false#letter-s

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-and-regions/countries/south-africa/
https://sadc-epa-outreach.com/
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/tradehelp/
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/taric_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/dds2/taric/quota_consultation.jsp?Lang=en
http://madb.europa.eu/madb/barriers_crossTables.htm?isSps=false#letter-s


Thank you for attention !
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