
UN and FAO announce 2020 as the International Year of Plant Health 

The United Nations General Assembly has proclaimed 2020 as the International Year of Plant Health. 

This is a unique opportunity to raise global awareness on how protecting plant health can help end 

hunger, reduce poverty, protect the environment, and boost economic development, as well as to 

highlight the importance of international, regional, and national plant health organizations. 

In line with this decision by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, Plant Health will also 

be celebrated in South Africa. It will form the basis of the annual theme adopted by the National Science 

and Technology Forum (NSTF) for its 2020 SET and innovation awards says Ms Mariana Purnell, general 

Manager of Agbiz Grain and also an Exco member of NSTF. The 2020 initiative will hold numerous 

sponsorship and marketing opportunities for local role players in the protection of plant health in the 

agricultural industry. 

The NSTF is the most representative multi-stakeholder non-profit forum in South Africa promoting all 

science, engineering, technology (SET) and innovation. In collaboration with South32, it annually hosts 

the NSTF-South32 Awards, the first science awards in the country. The national NSTF-South32 Awards 

are the largest SET and innovation awards and known as the ‘Science Oscars’ of South Africa says 

Purnell, who is also a member of the NSTF Adjudication Panel. It is an event that showcases the research 

and development capacity of our nation and the excellent output of the NSTF-South32 Awards winners 

in support of South Africa’s advancement, economic growth and social upliftment.   

The 2020 event will be the 22nd celebration of South African excellence through this flagship project of 

the NSTF.  Every year the Special Annual Theme Award is made for an outstanding contribution to SET 

and innovation, through work on the selected theme. Other awards made at a prestigious Gala Dinner in 

Gauteng cover Scientific research, Innovation, Management and related activities, Capacity 

development in engineering research, Environmental sustainability and biodiversity conservation, Water 

research and innovation, Data management and Science Communication 

The NSTF is a non-profit stakeholder body for all innovation organisations in South Africa. Its focus is on 

spreading information about SET to the public, which includes the year-long engagement programme 

with students and learners called the ‘Share ‘n Dare Programme’. The NSTF Brilliants Programme 

recognises the outstanding Grade 12 performers in physical science and mathematics, exposing them to 

the SET network and future career opportunities. 

For more information, contact Mariana Purnell at Tel +27 12 807 3002; Email 

mariana.purnell@agbizgrain.co.za 
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